
is a noticeable cultural 
twist. Let me illustrate 
by relating an email I 
just received from an 
Asian pastor (I am 
changing the details for 
confidentiality.) This 
email reflects an atti-
tude that pervades Asia. 
Asian cultures are often 
controlled by a Confu-
cian world view. Confu-
cianism teaches that all 
behavior, even evil be-
havior, is to be tolerated 
in order to maintain per-
fect order and harmony. 
Thus, even though the 
Bible constantly teaches 
us to confront evil (Luke 
17:1-4, Matthew 18:15-
20, ad infinitum), Asians 
may find themselves 
allowing evil. 

Continued next page... 

One of our greatest joys, as part of 
the Pinnacle team, is teaching prin-
ciples from our book, Toxic Church. 
Our book deals with conflict, its 
source and the solutions which are 
offered in Scripture. I have just re-
turned from Singapore where I was 
privileged to teach these principles 
at several churches, including sev-
eral Baptist churches and the larg-
est E-Free church in SE Asia. I also 
taught these principles for the Pas-
toral Development Institute of Sin-
gapore. I also met with many church 
leadership teams and pastors to 
help them with problems they were 
facing in the area of conflict. I found 
my classes were well attended and 

filled with interest. The 
principles I taught were 
quite novel to the pas-
tors, church leaders, 
and laymen. Every copy 
of my book was sold as 
soon as it hit the display 
table. The ideas were 
readily accepted. 

 
At the end of each ses-
sion, I was met with 
questions and requests 
for further help. The next 
trip is now in the plan-
ning stages and will cen-
ter in Malaysia. It is my 
prayer that Pinnacle will 
be able to present its 
other ministries to 
churches in SE Asia dur-
ing this trip. 
 
The problems in Asia are 
similar to those in North 
America. However, there 
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What’s a BCOI? 

Do you want to be a 
church with even greater 
impact?  One way to ac-
complish that is to partici-
pate in our upcoming 
“Becoming a Church of 
Impact” (BCOI) seminar at 
Forest Springs Camp and 
Conference Center, Sep-
tember 19th, from 9:00 
am—4:30 pm.* 

The seminar is an interac-
tive day of learning 
around five mile markers 
that every church needs 
to have in place if they 
truly want to have King-
dom impact.  Designed to 
be effective for churches 
of any denominational 
perspective, it’s a great 
opportunity for pastors 
and their key leaders to 
be challenged,  stimulated 
and equipped.  Forest 
Springs Conference Cen-
ter is at Rib Lake, WI, and 
more information can be 
found at: 

http://pinmin.org/event/
bcoi-camp-forest-springs-
wi/ 

*But wait, you say, “I don’t 
live anywhere near Wis-
consin; how can I partici-
pate?  Well, you can pray 
for the day and those that 
attend, or consider host-
ing your own BCOI.  Call 
for more details! 

What kind of impact can a young couple right out of college have over eight weeks in Ja-
pan?  “Awesome,” would be my reply!  
 
Last September, Dr. Makoto Fukui and Pastor 
Hikaru Kishio spoke at Faith Church in Grayslake, 
IL. After the service  they met with the Outreach 
Team to share how God was working in Japan. One 
member posed the question: Is there anything a 
team from Faith could do to help your churches?  
 
The response came back several weeks later when 
Gary and Ray were in Tokyo: send us a couple of 
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Hello, Prof. Creech! This is George 
from *******. Situation had 
gone from bad to worse and I've 
finally thrown in the towel and left 
the church last month. And be-
fore I know it, systemic sin ap-
pears in my country with the 
sleight of hands and tactics ex-
actly like those which I have suf-
fered in church. Again, as I speak 
up, I was told by fellow Christians 
that I am wrong (again) because I 
want to make known the evil that 
has attacked me. I am to love 
and forgive unconditionally (in 
short, shut up), do not judge (in 
short, shut up), submit and re-
spect your leaders (even though 
these leaders were not my au-
thorities-again, shut up). I feel so 
sad now. Actually, at many points 
these past few years, I have really 
felt that my 3 years in the semi-
nary are totally pointless when 
what I have learned and what is 
going on in church/ Christian 
practices are at opposites of 
each other. I am churchless now 
and my fear of stepping into an-
other church is real as it is not 
given in me to submit to evil at-
tacks or allow evil attacks on oth-
ers by those who say they are 
Christians. Sigh. Please cover me 
in prayers. I sure do wish that you 
or the both of you can churn out 
another book which tackles the 
issue of the most misunderstood 
Bible verses and the importance 
of pulling the bull by its horns. 
Blessings, George from ******* 
 
Please pray for Pinnacle’s minis-
try in Asia. Pastors and churches 
are hurting in Asia just like they 
are in the US. 
 

 

young adults who would be willing to do English 
camps, sports ministry, preach and lead worship. A 
pretty tall order, for sure! 

But God was already working in the hearts of Joe 
and Felicia Isosaki. Joe’s Japanese ancestry has 
given him a passion for the people of Japan and a 
desire to begin learning Japanese. As soon as he 
and Felicia heard of the opportunity, they said, 
“Yes. Absolutely, yes!” 

So just a few weeks after graduating from the U of 
I, they headed off to Japan. For the next 8 weeks 
they served in 4 Rengo churches that have been 
participating in Retool over the last 2 years.   

Every place they went, Japanese young people 
came to see who they were and learn why they 
had come. God opened doors to children, young 
adults, older adults; and sports teams. Their final 
days in Tamagawa were especially powerful: 

“Our last sermon of the camp was a special one. 
We performed an altar call. We asked students 
three questions and they responded with their 
heads bowed, raising their hands in the air. 
...Nine students at the Tamagawa youth camp 
made the decision to accept Jesus into their 
hearts! Five students made decisions to get bap-
tized! This was the absolute best way to end our 
ministry in Japan, as we got to witness the actual 
fruit of God. How amazing!”  

Joe begins his career this week working for a 
company in Cincinnati that designs surgical in-
struments. When he and Felicia discovered the 
company has a branch in Japan, it changed their 
thinking about the future. “Our goal now is to be 
relocated to Japan within the next 5 years, so we 
can work alongside the churches there.” 

Once again, “Awesome!”  
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